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2nd annual convocation welcomes class of 2012 
Maricor Coquia 
Editor-in-Chief 
Maybe it was the crisp morning air, 
or the impressive sight of Regis faculty 
draped in academic regalia. Whatever 
"it" was, the class of 2012, currently 
the largest class in Regis' admissions 
history, appeared in good spirits as 
they gathered before Main Hall 
Wednesday morning for the second 
academic convocation in Regis history. 
Two more than last year's class, 425 
freshmen were officially "matriculat-
ed" into the Regis curriculum in a for-
mal ceremony held in the St. John 
Francis Regis Chapel. Each student 
signed their names into one of four 
books, indicating a personal commit-
ment to the opportunity-laden journey 
offered them. 
Following last year's convocation for 
the class of 2011, the first in Regis his-
tory, Academic Dean of Regis College 
Dr. Paul Ewald explained that the idea 
to have a formal welcome for students, 
particularly in the form of a convoca-
tion, actually came up about four years 
ago. Convocations have been a stan-
dard tradition of many universities, 
including Jesuit institutions like 
Creighton and Holy Cross, for hun-
dreds of years, he explained. 
"One of the issues brought up by fac-
ulty members," said Dave Law, direc-
vocation, Ewald researched other 
schools and their convocation pro-
grams, crafting a script that empha-
sized the Jesuit ideals of scholarship 
and service. Ewald's emphasis for the 
class of 2012 was no different. 
"The principles I've identified here: 
the discovery and teaching of truths; 
free inquiry and free exchange of ideas; 
intellectual integrity; and engagement 
"If you embrace them, they are sure to make you better 
learners, better citizens, and better people. I invite you to 
do so and welcome you to this university community." 
tor of Student Activities, "was that new 
student orientation does many things 
well, but doesn't fully address the col-
lege experience as an academic 
endeavor." 
Ewald agreed. "We wanted another 
way to introduce students into the 
Regis community," he said. 
In preparation for last year's con-
with the world and service to others -
these make us better; better scholars, 
better teachers, and better people," be 
said. "If you embrace them, they are 
sure to make you better learners, bet-
ter citizens, and better people. I invite 
you to do so and welcome you to this 
university community." 
PHOTO BY Josh Hardin 
The class of 2012 prepares for the aca-
demic procession into the Chapel. 
See Convocation on page 2 
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Freshmen enjoy each other's company as they grab some free lunch-one of many perks provided by Student Activities to welcome 
new students to Regis. 2012 BREAKDOWN 
Convocation from front page 
Senior Pearl Shields, an honors stu-
dent and current president of Alpha 
Sigma Nu, the Jesuit honor society, 
also emphasized the importance of 
talcing ownership of one's academic 
journey. 
"So, why are you here? I can't 
answer that question for you," she 
said. "I hope you're here for more than 
a career jump. I hope you're here to 
learn more about how we ought to 
live ... You sit with so much opportunity 
before you, requiring only that you 
engage actively in your education." 
The class of 2012 even received a 
special banner, designed by Judith 
Gardner of the Regis College 
Department of Fine and Performing 
Arts. The banner's design boasts the 
words: "Engaging the World," as an 
invitation to do so via one's education 
at Regis. 
During the signing, each student also 
received a bookmark of the banner, 
with its backpiece a testament to Regis' 
move to be more "green." The second 
layer of the bookmark is plantable, 
said Dianne Cooper, dean of Student 
Life. 
The convocation concluded with 
light refreshments in the new Chapel 
plaza. 
425 total number of students 
3.4 7 average GPA 
1/ 5 of students who took the ACT 
scored in the top 10% nationally 
40 percent are within the top 10% 
of their graduating class 
13 valedictorians are registered with 
the class of 2012 
23 percent are students of color 
3 0 states are represented from 
coast to coast, including Hawaii 
Program provides DNC opportunities for 400 students 
Over 400 students from universities 
throughout the United States partici-
pated in a two-week seminar program 
sponsored by The Washington Center 
(1WC), a non-partisan organization 
offering experiential academic pro-
grams. The Democratic National 
Convention (DNC) seminar lasted 
from Aug. 17 through Aug. 28. Ten 
Regis students received a scholarship 
to attend. All students were placed in 
various field positions, including 
media work with large news and 
broadcast firms, like The Denver Post, 
CNN, and ABC, as well as logistical · 
duties like security access. 
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CLOCKWISE: (1) Colorado students participa~-
ing with 1WC congratulate Gov. Ritter for his 
enthusiasm to improve the state of Colora?0• 
(2) A child at Invesco channels his buddi~g 
patriotism. (3) Younger generations show unity 
in American democratic values. 
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Do graduates understand citizenship? 
EDUCATION ISN'T J UST A TICKET TO A BETTER JOB. IT'S A VITAL SAFEGUARD OF DEMOCRACY. 
Diane Cameron 
The Christian Science Monitor 
May22,2008 
Guilderland, N.Y.--It is the season of 
commencement speeches. High 
schools and colleges near and far are 
celebrating their graduates by hosting 
celebrity speechmakers. We listen for 
sound bites from the Bills - Clinton 
Cosby, and Gates - along with CEO~ 
and novelists, college presidents, and 
politicians. 
Most of their talks inspire, but many 
have also adopted an underlying mes-
sage that links education, graduation, 
and material success. It's a messag~ 
that unwittingly reduces the worth of 
an education to the expected wages it 
can bring. It sees tuition not as a ticket 
to a liberated mind but as a down pay-
ment on future income. In our excite-
ment for the graduates, we've put the 
emphasis in the wrong place. 
It is true that for many people edu-
cation is an inoculation against pover-
ty, the guarantee of a good job, and a 
boost up the ladder of success. But as 
we look around the world, we are 
reminded that what that ladder leans 
against is equally important. 
America's Founding Fathers knew 
that an educated citizenry was the only 
means of preserving a true democracy. 
We get confused sometimes thinking 
that the core of our democratic process 
is about how many groups are repre-
sented or assuring majority rule. 
Democracy is a means, not an end. 
Democracy is not about "the major-
ity." It's about debate. First adopted by 
the rational Greeks, democracy is 
about arguing freely to arrive at the 
wisest and most sensible conclusion 
for a community or a country. 
"Majority rule" is merely the method 
of deciding the outcome of the debate. 
Rigorous debate - not just sound 
bites - requires critical thinking; 
hence the crucial role of education. 
This year's commencement speech-
es will include platitudes about how 
lucky we are to be Americans. And we 
are. But our freedom is not guaran-
teed. 
Living in a democracy is not a right 
that comes gift-wrapped just for being 
born at this geographic address. You 
have to earn it. And the capacity for 
intelligent and civil debate - along 
with a commitment to free speech - is 
the minimum fee to purchase citizen-
ship. 
This idea is especially important 
today, as we are enjoying a longer peri-
od of debate in this year's presidential 
campaign. 
Thomas Jefferson, the chief author 
of the Declaration of Independence, 
knew that preserving America's pre-
cious form of government would 
require educated, thoughtful, and dis-
cerning citizens. 
Education mattered to him and the 
other framers so much because they 
understood that education would be 
the constant and stable ground under 
the new government, not an escalator 
to lift Americans to big jobs and high-
status salaries. 
They valued education not so that 
the United States would someday lead 
the world's economy, but to ensure 
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HIGHER EDUCATION, LACK OF CITIZENSHIP? 
longevity for the form of government 
they were birthing. It was central to 
their vision of future generations 
enjoying a genuine constitutional 
democracy. 
Jefferson wrote: "If a nation expects 
it can be ignorant and free, in a state of 
civilization, it expects what never was 
and never will be." 
It's easy, amid our pressured lives, to 
forget how fragile our democracy is. 
We're too busy to watch the news, to 
vote, to write our leaders. But this very 
good life that keeps us too busy to be 
good citizens is at risk. 
This year, especially with war, an 
election, and the economic crisis 
The Founding Fathers believed 
"educated cizitzens" would pro-
vide an environment more con-
ducive to a prosperous democra-
cy, or "government of the peo-
ple." Writer Diane Cameron asks 
however: "Are graduates really 
"educated citizens" as the 
Founding Fathers hoped? 
before us, we get to see why education 
is crucial to maintaining a truly demo-
cratic form of government. 
Education can and should empower 
citizens to participate. If a diploma can 
help graduates get a better job or make 
more money, that's a bonus. At the 
heart of mastering reading, writing, 
and rhetoric is the duty and privilege 
of safeguarding a genuinely democrat-
ic way of life. 
Diane Cameron is a freelance writer 
living in Guilderland, N.Y. She grant-
ed permission for this article to be 
republished in the Highlander. 
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"Joining the Regis College Community, 
Joining the Academy" 
Dr. Paul Ewald 
Academic Dean of Regis College 
Good morning. You have been called 
together this morning in recognition of 
your having joined the Regis 
University community as students of 
the College. Regis University is a dis-
tinguished institution. It shares a her-
itage, a set of traditions, and academic 
values with other great academic insti-
tutions. We've gathered here this 
morning to acknowledge those values 
and affirm their centrality to the work 
we do here. 
We have a tradition. Tradition, from 
traditio, means to transmit, to deliver, 
illuminate those ideas, help to seek 
understanding, and critically examine, 
evaluate, and challenge them. 
A third principle is the integrity of 
ideas and truths. As you become an 
acting part of this community you are 
expected to be responsible for the 
integrity of the intellectual and aca-
demic tasks you undertake. In your 
research, in your spoken and written 
words and in your use of others works . 
and words, you are held accountable 
for their integrity, their accuracy, and 
their appropriate use. Without this 
common basis for our work, there can 
be no University. It is a trust and in 
joining this community you become a 
Pearl Shields '09 
Alpha Sigma Nu, president 
So, is it what you expected? You've 
all come to this point with your own 
expectations about college. You have 
been listening to your parents' advice, 
your high school teacher's advice, 
advice from various speakers and peo-
ple throughout your life and here you 
are. I'm not here today to tell you what 
you already know. I'm here today to 
We ask you during your time here to consider and 
reconsider questions - what does it mean to live a 
good life? How are you going to live your life? How, 
through that life, will you meet your obligations? 
tell you what's worked for me, and to 
challenge you to think comprehensive-
ly about your education. I understand 
you all don't really know me very well. 
But know that I love Regis. I love to 
learn. I'm so thankful and proud of 
everything that I've done for the past 
three years, so it's my sincere hope that 
you will listen to my stories and advice 
in order to start yourself on your own 
college path. 
I'm a firm believer that if you involve 
yourself in your education, the experi-
ence is a lot more rewarding. To put it 
bluntly, you get what you put into it. 
I'll be honest, I was pretty miserable 
my first semester of college. I went to 
class, did my homework, and not much 
else. I got really bored and so I started 
going to indie movies by myself. Talk 
about a way to feel alone and crummy. 
It wasn't until I became involved in the 
Hospitality House community second 
semester that I opened up and started 
enjoying college. Since them I've been 
involved in a number of things that 
have afforded me some great opportu-
nities such as a service trip to the Gulf 
Coast, national Jesuit conferences here 
in Denver and New York City, and an 
academic fellowship at Notre Dame. 
Take my word for it. If you really care 
about what happens to you here, you 
can do incredible things. A year ago, I 
never would have thought I would be 
standing on the floor of the Democratic 
National Convention talking to Ted 
Koppel. But last week there I was and I 
never would have done it had I not 
taken the initiative to apply and asked 
for help along the way. 
to hand over. There is a linkage of 
knowledge that passes from teachers 
to students. This forms the basis of our 
Tradition. It is built upon foundational 
principles to which we are committed. 
And without these principles there is 
no academy, no University. 
Foremost, we are committed to the 
discovery and teaching of truths. We 
understand that these truths are not 
immutable. In fact they must be re-
ascertained continuously. They are 
truths based upon the best knowledge 
that we have. As new knowledge 
becomes available to us, these truths 
will change. 
Truth can only be sought and 
obtained, discovered and taught, in a 
special kind of environment. And so 
second, a college community must 
insist upon and be always respectful of 
a full and free exchange of ideas. 
Where this freedom is lacking, truths 
are all too easily replaced with dogmas, 
unexamined claims, or simply market 
forces. The University demands an 
environment that respects diverse 
ideas and opinions, freely exchanged, 
debated, evaluated; ideas that are 
arriyed at through study and careful 
consideration, and supported with evi-
dence, argument, and eloquence. The 
University cannot and should not pro-
tect or shelter you from ideas that may 
be uncomfortable or in some cases 
unwelcome. The University can help to 
trustee of this integrity. 
Finally, the University must define 
itself in relation to the world around it. 
We are not a place apart or an ivory 
tower. We are not a monastery or a 
retreat from the world. Universities 
have always integrated themselves into 
the societies of which they are a part. 
We have the obligation to be engaged 
with the world. The graduates of Jesuit 
colleges and universities are called 
upon to be men and women in service 
to others. 
The University is a place of great 
privilege. Those of us that spend our 
lives in the University are privileged 
persons. With this privilege there are 
obligations. We ask you during your 
time here to consider and reconsider 
questions - what does it mean to live a 
good life? How are you going to live 
your life? How, through that life, will 
you meet your obligations? 
The principles I've identified here: 
the discovery and teaching of truths; 
free inquiry and free exchange of ideas; 
intellectual integrity; and engagement 
with the world and service to others -
these make us better; better scholars, 
better teachers, and better people. If 
you embrace them, they are sure to 
make you better learners, better citi-
zens, and better people. I invite you to 
do so and welcome you to this univer-
sity community. 
You know, when I was a freshmen, I 
thought I could do college on my own. 
For me, that mentality ended when I 
had to tum in my first big paper for the 
freshmen seminar. I thought, "I can 
write a paper, why should I come in 
and ask for help?" After a shocking 
PHOTO BY Josh Hardin 
grade and a teacher conference, I real-
ized I had absolutely no idea what I 
was doing. Now, I'm a believer in the 
perception of college as a community 
of scholars. As students, we all go 
through the same struggle of balancing 
work with the other stuff we care 
about. But college is manageable when 
we relate to one another. I can't tell 
you how comforting it is for me to see 
my friends and other students 
hunched over books and computers at 
4 a.m. in the library during finals week. 
Though my stomach wants to kill me 
after a potent combination of coffee 
And in case you forgot from 
the campus tour how small 
our school actually is, 
remember that the faculty 
is even smaller, most of 
them are good friends, and 
they all talk. 
and Tums, if I can quickly crack a joke 
or a smile or help with some early 
morning paper edits, I'm totally happy, 
I'm not alone, and thankfully, neither 
are you. 
The community of scholars doesn't 
end with your fellow students-it 
includes the faculty and staff who can 
be among your biggest allies. These 
men and women are ready and willing 
to help you along your educational 
journey, like Pat, Rick, and other guys 
at Phys Plant, Connie Gates with her 
mothering ways, or Dr. Adkins and her 
smart aleck wisdom. You might even 
become friends. Get to know them, and 
let them get to know you. From a prac-
tical standpoint, if you ever want to 
apply for anything at Regis and 
beyond, you will need people to give 
you good recommendations. From a 
personal standpoint, they're great peo-
ple. You can ask them for advice on 
anything, buy them coffee, and even 
have them buy you coffee! (I love cof-
fee!) Just go to their classes and do 
their work. 
Even though I do value the com-
munal aspect of education, ultimately, 
on my journey I've discovered I must 
take responsibility for my own educa-
tion. 
See Magis on next page 
This new batch 
seems pretty neat 
Drew Jones 
Contributing Writer 
Since this Saturday all these new 
people have been swarming around 
campus, followed by parents and sib-
lings, who have hopefully now left. I 
just wanted to say that this class, the 
class of 2012, looks promising. Now 
dear reader, I know what you are 
thinking, ''My class really is the best 
and these bright new faces just aren't 
as good." Come on, be honest classes 
of ·09, '10, and '11, freshmen thev mav 
be but there is no denying their" posi-
tive outlook. 
I had the pleasure of conversing to 
about 25 new students at orientation 
on Sunda). They brought surprising 
depth and interconnectivity to the dis-
cussion. Plus, even after an already 
long weekend of activities, they still 
had the energy to not simply zone out. 
Shockingly for my faculty co-facilita-
tor, they were not an.xious or fearful, 
on the contrary very much excited 
about college, and more importantly 
Regis. 
Just look around the quad! The 
Colorado sun is shining, the grass is 
green, and for now at least there are 
plenty of young men and women get-
ting familiar with their new surround-
ings. Granted this is not all good, long 
cafeteria lines and confused faces 
abound, but be patient and willing to 
offer aid when needed. Remember, 
you too took a week or so to settle in. 
I think like a fine wine they will mellow 
with time, but I also wish for them to 
be Twinkie like by retaining their 
freshness. That freshness will keep 
Regis a vital place in the years Jo come, 
providing many Presidents, Justices, 
Mr. Regis-es, and all around great peo-
ple. So allow me to not be the first, 
but one of many, to welcome the class 
of 2012 to Regis. It is my sincere hope 
that the next four years will continue to 
be just as exciting and challenging as 
your first week. 
Magis from previous page 
Working together, asking for help, 
they're all important, but you can't 
abuse them. For example, I'm a pro-
crastinator. I struggle with it quite a 
bit. I have a rule when it comes to 
working together with people. If we 
end up on CollegeHumor or Funny or 
Die, it's time for me to be alone. You 
have this first semester of college to 
figure out your limits, so be aware and 
stick to them. If you have lame excuses 
for not doing your work, your teachers 
won't be so forgiving. And in case you 
forgot from the campus tour how small 
our school actually is, remember that 
the faculty is even smaller, most of 
them are good friends, and they all 
talk. 
Above all, I hope you realize that 
what I've said doesn't mean much 
unless you consider why you are here. 
So, why are you here? I can't answer 
that question for you. I hope you're 
here for more than a career jump. I 
hope you're here to learn more about 
how we ought to live. But I won't speak 
for you, I'll just speak for myself. 
I'm here to get over myself. I'm here 
to learn how to give beyond what's 
expected, to love more than can be 
measured. I'm here to ask the hard 
questions, and I'm here demanding the 
knowledge and skills needed to help 
answer them. I'm here for the Magis, 
the "better way in" life that requires I 
give it away in service to others. 
Grad 
Hig 
Ashly Blincow 
Class of 2008 
''What is the meaning of life?'' one 
assumingly distraught friend asked on 
another's facebook wall. 'To find the 
meaning of life", the other replied. 
I've spoken with many of you 
over the last several weeks as we 
approached graduation (and appar-
ently I've been surfing facebook while 
procrastinating for finals) and this 
theme of finding the meaning of life 
has come up in almost every conversa-
tion. The seemingly simple "what are 
you doing after graduation?" question 
started with summer plans then 
quickly unraveled into a dramatic 
rollercoaster of emotion. I heard: 
"Is anyone else freaking out about 
graduating?" or "I can't wait to get 
outta' here, I'm ready for new adven-
ture." My own reflection: I am at the 
right place in my life but man it's hard 
to feel joyful and sorrowful at the same 
time. We have all arrived at "The bit-
tersweet end" as a dear friend of mine 
so appropriately named her senior 
year facebook photo album. 
My Regis experience has 
undoubtedly been a rollercoa'Ster of 
joyful and sorrowful experiences. It 
has been the challenges from faculty, 
peers, friends, my nursing clinical 
instructors, my patients, my family 
and my God that have made this Regis 
experience so rich. Throughout it I 
have been challenged to search for 
truth by living authentically. 
.Freshman year it was the feel-
ing of being lost inside myself amidst a 
labyrinth of pressure for grades, loss 
of the support system I had in H.S., 
loss of identity and purpose in this 
new group of peers mixed with my 
deep desire to serve that led me to the 
nursing program. 
That same year Spanish 
became much more than my language 
requirement. It became an avenue for 
connecting with the broader human 
family, a theme that continued to chal-
lenge me during my Romero House 
experience sophomore year. 
Living in Romero House guid-
ed me through a discernment process 
That's why I'm here. So why are you 
here? You sit with so much opportuni-
ty before you, requiring only that you 
engage actively in your education. By 
doing so, you're joining hundreds of us 
at Regis already on the same journey. 
So, class of 2012, welcome to Regis. 
Welcome to your journey. 
• 
Ashley graduat-
ed with a degree 
in nursing, and 
was also 
involved with 
social 
groups 
youth 
justice 
and 
ministry 
on campus. 
about the status of my life and my 
future choices; I definitely experi-
enced joy and sorrow through that 
process. Our community trip to El 
Salvador left a permanent mark on my 
heart. As the Jesuit Volunteer Core 
motto says, I left El Salvador "ruined 
for life." I knew then that my life's 
purpose was to serve the underserved 
and impoverished as a nurse. A nun, 
sister Peggy O'Neill said of the war-
torn Salvadoran people "these people 
laugh as hard as they cry." This peo-
ple's resilience was captivating and 
drew me back to El Salvador this last 
summer to work in a hospital and 
study at the UCA for about two 
months. This time the disparity in 
health and healthcare hit me hard, I 
had not seen such ill diabetics, neuro-
traumatized, and fraile patients in any 
hospital in the U.S .. Yet the joy pre-
vailed in the 24 hour bedside vigil of a 
young father taking care of his severe-
ly mentally challenged son, the joy 
prevailed in the community built 
between a notorious gang member, an 
elderly widower, and a young man 
who lost the ability to walk. At the end 
of the day the fact that they were all 
patients was criteria enough to build 
community. 
These reflections were not evi-
dent to me until a dear friend from El 
Salvador gave me a poem by Kahlil 
Gibran called Joy and Sorrow. Every 
time I read this poem it reveals the 
truth that I have witnessed among the 
Salvadorans, and all of you. A few 
lines read: 
"Your joy is your sorrow unmasked. 
And the selfsame well from which 
your laughter rises was oftentimes 
filled with your tears ... 
When you are sorrowful look again in 
your heart, and you shall see that in 
truth you are weeping for that which 
has been your delight." 
I offer an answer the question: what is 
the meaning of life? Live abundantly. 
Live fully. Whatever your passion or 
your calling, pursue it knowing it will 
illicit both intense joy and intense pain 
and everything in between 
As I've been talking to you 
about graduation I've reflected on so 
many of our shared Regis memories, 
good and bad. From my perspective 
and many of what I've heard you all 
say, this is what Regis has been for us: 
the joy amidst the pain. 
The pain is only present 
because of the absolute joy that we 
continue to find in our friends and 
loved ones and the belief that every 
human has the right to live a peaceful 
life. 
Our education was formed by 
the Jesuit values of service, communi-
ty, simplicity and spirituality. Our for-
mation continues to be inspired by our 
Catholic Christian foundation which 
has guided my choices and intentions 
here at Regis. In response to the gift 
you've all been to me, I offer to you the 
words of Jesus Christ that inspired 
me: "I came so that they might have 
life and have it more abundantly" Jn 
10:10. 
My challenge to all of us this 
day and every hereafter: Live life 
abundantly. Feel intense joy and 
inten,.se pain and everything in 
between because no matter what faith, 
race, nationality, age or gender we are, 
we all have hopes and dreams, the 
education and, the ability to achieve 
them. 
"What is the meaning of life?" 
we'll write on eachother's facebook 
walls when we leave here today. I 
hope y'all'll answer: "To live it up 
baby!" 
Regis University Class of 
2008, congratulations we're done!!! 
"So why are you here? You sit with so much 
opportunity before you, requiring only that 
you engage actively in your ed~cation." 
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The Berkeley Native 
Jennifer Ledford '07 
Contributing Reporter 
the 1920s, Grada and George Hess 
lived in a shack on the land. Grada, an 
only child, witnessed her father's con-
struction of their new house when she 
was seven years old. One day, howev-
er, Grada stood watch while her father 
suffered from a terrible coughing fit. 
"He started coughing and he couldn't 
stop," she remembered. "I didn't know 
for years later what it was. It was his 
lungs. He coughed up his lungs." 
Grada with her horses Burtus and Kanezar, 1980. 
89-year-old Grada DeBell still lives 
on the land where she was born. in 
1916. DeBell cherishes the stack of 
photos, and strong memories, that 
chronicle her history at 5119 Raleigh 
Street, in the Berkeley neighborhood. 
Grada remembers when North 
Denver looked and felt entirely differ-
ent. In the 1950s and 6os, she rode her 
horse, Beauty, around the neighbor-
hood. Sharing photos taken from her 
property in the early 1900s, Grada 
pointed out the faded view of a train in 
the distance, the steam engine's smoke 
rising above the horizon. She 
described the view of the mountains 
from her hilltop home. She spoke of 
the area where the Handy Market now 
sits, on 52nd and Tennyson, and 
explains how she used to know the 
family of owners. "[Back then] there 
were no people, no houses, just a 
field, " Grada described. 
Grada's parents moved to Denver in 
1903, after immigrating to the United 
States from Germany. George's diag-
nosis with tuberculosis provoked the 
couple to move the open, airy moun-
tain atmosphere outside Denver. 
Berkeley and the Highlands boasted 
pure clean air which attracted tubercu-
lars to the areas. A large tent colony 
located at 45th and Zenobia Street 
became the home for many patients 
who lived in tents consisting of wood-
en floors and walls up to about four 
feet and canvas sides and tops. 
Until they built their own home in 
"I was trying to get help," Grada said 
as she described the tragedy. 
Unfortunately, the advent of the tele-
phone at the time, too premature for 
her dressed in a lei of flowers, sur-
rounded by neighborhood children, 
and pulling an old-fashioned buggy. 
A loop in the zoning for the area has 
left Grada's property declared as agri-
cultural due to its history, so she owns 
10 cats, the maximum allowed for her 
property. 
Grada also used to take her dog up 
to the mountains to explore Jeep trails, 
part of a group called Jeepers 
Creepers. The lure of the Colorado 
outdoors could not keep Grada inside, 
as most of her pictures illustrate. 
"[Back then] there were no people, no hous-
es, just a field," Grada described. 
emergency calls, relied on the advice of 
the operator who told Grada to get a 
neighbor. George Hess passed away in 
1923 as a result of this coughing spell. 
In April 1938, Grada married the 
man she met while working in Cress' 
department store. Her husband made 
braces for the handicapped (he died in 
1971 as a result ofleukemia). 
In 1958, Grada and her beloved 
horse, Beauty, were featured in Life 
Magazine. "It was the highlight of the 
neighborhood," said Helen Wieman 
Grada's neighbor for almost 60 years'. 
The horse could do several tricks and 
was great with the children. Weiman 
fondly remembered the young neigh-
borhood. 
There were about eight children 
on the block at the time, "and now 
there's none," she said. 
Beauty's feature in Life presented 
"The animals have heen here forev-
er," Grada explained, "It's the people 
that came, and [they] think [the ani-
mals] should be gone." 
"My grandkids like to go visit and see 
all the cats. [Grada's] so good to ani-
mals," Helen Wieman explained. 
Neighbors 
Helen and Gus Wieman live at 5195 
Raleigh, where they have resided for 
the past 59 years. When the couple 
moved to the Berkeley· neighborhood 
on August 1, 1947, their only neighbors 
consisted of the DeBell family up the 
street and one other house. 
Gus, an east Denver native, and his 
wife Helen, raised in the northwest 
Denver area near 37th and Newton, 
have never had the urge to move away 
from the area. "I won't move because 
[this is where] I'm comfortable," Helen 
Grada and her cat. 
explained. 
Gus's occupation in 1955 encouraged 
him to ask his wife about the possibili-
ty of moving to Aurora because the 
company was moving. Helen refused. 
North Denver, where Helen has spent 
all of her life, is her one and only home. 
The couple raised four children, all of 
whom still live in Denver today. 
For neighbors like Grada, Gus and 
Helen, the Berkeley neighborhood is 
the only acceptable place to call home. 
They grew up here or near here, their 
families grew and thrived here. Even 
the more recent development of tran-
sient housing in the area cannot 
threaten the bond between our elderly 
neighbors and their homes, their histo-
ry in this neighborhood. 
---
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MOVIE SCREENING 
WHAT: A Civil Action 
WHEN: 7:30-10:30, Tuesday 
Sept. 9, 2008 
WHERE: Ranger Grille 
Highlander 
·. wants YOU! 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR REPORTERS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS, WEB PAGE AND LAYOUT 
DESIGNERS, GRAPHIC ARTISTS, ~OPY EDI-
TORS, BLOGGERS, AND ANYONE ELSE 
INTERESED IN JOINING OUR STAFF! 
Openings are available for various beats, 
including Sports, 
POSmONS ARE STILL AV AIL.ABLE FOR WORK STUDY. 
GAIN ON-SITE EXPERIENCE WITH LAYOUT, DESIGN, 
AND IN-DEPTH 
REPORTING. 
WORRIED ABOUT TIME? RESPONSIBILITIES ARE 
TAILORED TO WHAT YOU CAN COMMIT! 
FIRST MEETING: LOYOLA ?? 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 4-5 p.m. 
PLEASE CONTACT: 
Dr. Mary Beth Callie, advisor 
mcallie@regis.edu 
OR 
Maricor Coquia, editor-in-chief 
mkcoquia@ginail.com 
SPEAK 
STUDENTS FOR PEACEFUL ENVI-
RONMENTAL ACTION AND 
KNOWLEDGE 
All students, faculty, and 
staff who are passionate 
about the environment 
are encouraged join 
SPEAK, and help make 
Regis a more sustainable 
campus. SPEAK is dedi-
cated to improving our 
communities by raising 
awareness of the issues 
that affect not only us and 
our neighborhoods, but 
our global society and 
futures. 
Questions? Contact Zach 
Owens at owen467@regis.edu 
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ANGELA HONAKER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Young couples, older couples, fami-
lies with young children, girlfriends, 
guy friends, joggers, dog-walkers. All 
are typical partakers of a casual 
Saturday stroll down Tennyson 
Terrace, the five block stretch on 
Tennyson Street, between W. 38th and 
W. 44th Avenues. 
A diverse cultural district in the 
heart of the Berkeley neighborhood, 
the terrace boasts a rich history that is 
rooted as far back as the late 18oo's. 
Comparable to an outdoor mall, 
Tennyson Terrace houses nearly a 
hundred different properties, includ-
ing various restaurants, furniture and 
hardware stores, art galleries, bou-
tiques, hair salons, yoga centers, 
antique stores, a bowling alley, a dance 
studio and even residential homes and 
condos. 
While preserving the nostalgia of 
historic Berkeley past, the street also 
bustles with rejuvenation. As Erik 
Rieger, owner of the Lapis Design and 
Build Gallery, describes the terrace, 
"[It is a] Mayberry in the heart of 
Denver ... with an arty twist." 
THE ICONS OF 
TENNYSON TERRACE 
Tennyson Terrace can certainly 
draw many similarities to Mayberry, 
the imaginary, old-fashioned town in 
which the Andy Griffith Show took 
place. With a rich history of commer-
cial prominence in the midst of a grow-
ing community, Tennyson Terrace 
stands as a diverse mix of retail and 
residential dwellings that have been 
host to a number of different inhabi-
tants over the past century and a half. 
The very beginnings of Tennyson 
Terrace can be traced to the Alcott Post 
Office, which according to Ruth Eloise 
Wiberg, author of Rediscovering 
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Northwest Denver, moved to the street 
in 1896. With the post office in service 
on the street, a commercial district 
quickly emerged. At the time, the area 
of Berkeley housed a mere 450 inhabi-
tants who relied on the street for gro-
ceries, dry goods, coal and ultimately 
any other commercial service they 
needed. Along side the Alcott 
Post Office in 1896 sat what is the cur-
rent day Green Door Furniture Store. 
Owner Albert Stewart inherited the 
business from his parents in 1955. The 
store, which expanded to occupy three 
different fronts, was originally a single 
building built in 1881 by Stewart's 
great-grandfather and grandfather. 
Al explains that his great grandfather 
and grandfather were the money 
behind the building, but were much 
too busy to run a business on the 
street. 'We've always had the farms 
in Nebraska [and in Frederick, 
Colorado]. So chances are dad and 
grandpa were busy worrying about the 
farms," said Al. 
With a family history rich in mer-
chants, Albert maintains that his 
grandfather rented out the store front 
to a number of different family busi-
nesses through out the twentieth cen-
tury. One such business was his 
cousin Colburn's haberdashery store, 
which specialized in sale of men's 
shoes. 
Old Denver Householder's 
Directories reveal that the Colburn 
store stayed in business on the terrace 
until the mid-193os, and along with its 
sister store fronts, was then replaced 
by a lineage of different retailers 
including jewelers, locksmiths, clean-
ers, a music store, a bicycle store and 
even a beauty parlor. 
Ownership of the original, central 
store front was assumed by Albert's 
uncle in 1941 and then became the 
Grimsley Furniture Company. By the 
195o's, Al's parents had assumed the 
store. Under their ownership, the 
three store fronts were combined into 
one large furniture store, said Al. He 
also mentioned that he changed to the 
name to the Green Door Furniture 
Store after inheriting full ownership of 
the three store fronts during the mid-
sixties. 
Less than a block south from the 
Green Door Furniture store sits the 
family-owned and operated Flesher-
Hinton Music store, in business on the 
terrace since the mid-196os. Located 
at 3936 Tennyson Street, the music 
store occupies a building that was also 
among the first establishments on the 
street. 
The building was originally an old-
fashioned theater, said Herv Flesher, 
owner of Flesher-Hinton Music store. 
Known as the Alcott Theatre, the 
venue ran different performances until 
shut down in the thirties during the 
Great Depression, as revealed by 
the Denver Householder's 
Directory for 1931. 
An old Denver Householder's 
Directory also reveals that the 
theatre had become Miller's 
Groceteria Co. by 1935 and, as 
future directories revealed, the 
building remained so until 
1940 when it was listed as 
vacant until the year, 1945. 
The building then became the 
North Denver Furniture 
Company, which remained in 
business on the 
terrace until 
falling into the 
hands of the store's 
present day owner, 
the Flesher-Hinton 
family, in 1965. 
The original 
architecture of the 
building is still in 
tact today, and the 
impressions of an 
old-fashioned ticket 
boot.b can be seen on the building near 
the front entrance of the music store. 
Also of notable historic interest on 
-
PHOTO BY Maricor Coquia 
the street, is the Tennyson Hardware 
Store, described by a Denver 
Householder's Directory as having 
been a family hardware store on 
Tennyson as far back as the early 
1920's. In original form, the hardware 
store was called Clark & Son's 
Hardware and was run-by a father-son 
duo until sold to the current owners, 
the Kort family. 
"[It's been in the family for] 35 
years," described Holly Kort, co-owner 
of the store. 
"My husband, his dad and mom took 
it over in 1973, and it was Clark's 
Hardware then. His mother is still 
here.... His mother is actually the 
owner, and then my husband and then 
me. So I'm kind of third in line," said 
Kort. 
Story continued on next page 
The hardware store, while still under 
the ownership of the Kort family, 
changed its name to Tennyson 
Hardware in the mid-eighties, and has 
stayed in business on the terrace under 
the same name since. 
THE NEW THAT 
REPLACED THE OLD 
Sequential editions of the Denver 
Householder's Directory reveal that 
the Terrace houses a number of other 
present day properties that were also 
once home to various old-fashioned 
businesses. Parisi, for example, was 
home to the Berkeley Grocery 
Company for at least a half century. It 
wasn't until 1973 that the grocery store 
gave way to a Janet Lee second hand 
clothing shop. The building· remained 
as such until Parisi claimed ownership 
in 2003, said Christine Parisi, co-
owner of the restaurant. 
The Irish pub Patrick Carroll's and 
its next door neighbor, The Big Hoss, 
were once a single building that 
housed the historic Eaker's clothing 
shop for many years. The household-
er's directories document that the 
establishment had become a pool hall 
under the name of Colfax Billiards by 
1995. 
According to Wiberg in 
Rediscovering Northwest Denver, the 
small park that sits on the west corner 
of W. 41st Avenue and Tennyson Street 
was, for many years, the Louisa M. 
Alcott school, an elementary school 
built for the town of Berkeley in 1892. 
"The night of March 25, 1976, 
Alcott School was destroyed by an 
arson-set fire, the day it was to fall to 
the wrecker's ball," Wiberg writes of 
the final days of the Alcott School. The 
remaining patch ofland that the school 
left behind did not become a park until 
years later. 
Also, the present day Yankee Trader 
antique store, located next door to the 
original Alcott Theater, wa& built in 
1933 as a Ben Franklin Five and Dime 
store (a popular old-fashion depart-
ment store). Editions of the Denver 
Householder's Directory reveal that 
the store remained a "Ben Franklin 
Five and Dime" through out the fifties, 
then being replaced with "Ewings," a 
paint and wallpaper store. 
Although third in line, the Yankee 
Trader has been in business at 4000 
Tennyson Street since 1990, said 
Sherilyn Thompson, owner of the 
antique store. "We've seen a lot of 
businesses come and go," she added. 
THE TRAMWAY THAT 
RAN THROUGH TOWN 
Appearing as far back as the first 
Denver Householder's Directory in 
1924, the present day Elitch Lanes 
bowling alley occupies the spot that 
was once the property of what is listed 
as Denver & Inter Mtn RR Barns, with 
the subtitle of Leyden Coal Co. Frank 
Rangel, previous owner and current 
manager of the bowling alley, said 
about the property: "Before it was a 
bowling center it was a coal barn. They 
used to keep it full of coal, and deliver 
coal to people's houses. That's how 
people used to keep their houses 
warm." 
Authors Kenton Forest and Charles 
Albi write about the connection 
between Denver's Tramway system 
and the Leyden Coal Company in their 
book, Denver's Railroads. "The 
Tramway controlled the Leyden Coal 
Company and to get coal from the 
mine to the power plant and sell it at a 
profit an electric line was built called 
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the Denver & Northwestern," said the 
authors. 
"On June 6, 1901, the needed papers 
were filed and construction soon began 
at the end of the Berkeley car line near 
Lakeside Amusement Park," added 
Forest and Albi. 
The line was extended northwestern 
toward the town of Arvada, and was so 
successful, that it was built western 
toward Golden as well, wrote Forest 
and Albi. The line was taken over by 
the Denver & Interrnountain rail line 
in 1914, but was still commonly 
referred to as the Denver & 
Northwestern, said the authors. 
The Denver Householder's Directory 
from 1931 maintains that the property 
now housing Elitch Lanes had also 
become a freight depot for the Denver 
Tramway Corporation, who ran differ-
ent coal, freight and passenger street-
cars through the area, according to the 
website for the Library of Congress, 
Memory of America. As pictures from 
the website reveal, the Tramway ran 
through north Denver and up and 
down Tennyson Street as early as 
1900. 
Likewise, authors Don Robertson 
and Rev. W. Morris Cafky, reveal in 
their book, Denver's Street Railways, 
that the Denver Tramway Company 
had 33 different streetcar lines operat-
ing in 1901. Route number 16 was 
titled Berkeley-Elitch's and ran from 
the central loop, located downtown, to 
Tennyson street, turning around in a 
loop located at Berkeley Park. 
The streetcars remained a popular 
outlet of transportation for Denver and 
its surrounding neighborhoods until 
the 194o's. The city then experienced 
the conversion to trolley coaches, said 
authors Robertson and Cafky. The 
trolley coaches, which were large buses 
powered by overhead wiring, were an 
instant hit among the people of 
Denver, wrote the authors. 
"Patience was growing thin for many 
Denver residents with the Tramway's 
ancient streetcars. Compared with the 
sleek, new trolley coaches replete with 
comfortable seats, rapid acceleration 
and curbside service, the old wooden 
cars, some dating back to 1903, 
seemed to be almost an embarrass-
ment for some residents of the city," 
said Robertson and Cafky. 
The previous street car route for W. 
38th Avenue was combined with that 
of 13th Avenue and both were convert-
ed into a single route for trolley coach-
es in 1940, added the authors. 
After the death of the tramway 
streetcars in the 194o's, the land that 
was once Berkley's freight depot, 
became a bowling ally when it was 
built by Elitch's Gardens in 1952, said 
previous owner of the bowling ally, 
Frank Rangel. 
THE OLD ELITCH'S 
GARDENS 
Of substantial influence on the early 
days of the terrace was the old Elitch's 
Gardens, previously located at the far 
south end of the Tennyson Street com-
mercial district, namely at the inter-
section of W. 38th Avenue and 
Tennyson Street. The land now hous-
es a recently developed community of 
mixed-used housing named 
Highland's Garden Village. 
Once a popular rural destination, 
Wiberg of Rediscovering Northwest 
Denver writes that Mary and her hus-
band John Elitch opened the gates of 
Elitch's Gardens on May 1st, 1890. 
See Tennyson on page 10 
TENNYSON HARDWARE 
•• 
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Holly Kort, a Colorado native and 
Berkeley resident for the past two 
and a half years, has experienced the 
rejuvenation of Tennyson Street 
first hand. Employed at Tennyson 
Hardware, on the east corner of 
Tennyson Street and 40th Avenue 
since 2001, Holly assumed owner-
ship of the store when she married 
the son of the current owner, Larry 
Kort. 
Originally named Clark's 
Hardware, the store was taken over 
by her husband's parents, Wayne 
and Helen Kort in 1973. Later 
renamed Tennyson Hardware, the 
store has become a landmark on the 
Tennyson strip, providing the local 
community with service that pre-
serves the nostalgia of the old fash-
ion hardware store. 
'We help every single customer 
that walks through that front 
door ... everybody is greeted; every-
body is said goodbye to .... It's very 
personable," said Holly. 
As a resident of the Berkeley area, 
Holly has seen both Tennyson Street 
and the surrounding neighborhood 
change drastically, especially in the 
past five years. 
"It used to be really run down, 
kind of a scary place to be," said 
Holly. Holly even remembers that 
as a high school student in the 
198o's, her parents would allow her 
to go with her friends to the old 
Elitch's Gardens but would advise 
her not to roam around the neigh-
borhood after dark. 
Holly now describes the area as 
having completely turned around 
and maintains that it is a safe and 
unique place to live. Contributing 
the rejuvenation to the influx of new 
people moving into the area, Holly 
believes that the face of the neigh-
borhood has gained a much needed 
makeover. 
"There's been a lot of young cou-
ples, young families, coming in and 
buying these old homes and restor-
ing them, which is really nice to see 
because the homes are beautiful 
around here," said Holly. 
In conjunction with the rejuvena-
tion of the area, Tennyson Hardware 
carries specialty pluming and elec-
trical parts that cater to the old 
homes. Holly, herself, lives in a 
home that is over a hundred years 
old and understands the importance 
of maintaining the historical value of 
rapidly developing area. 
"These homes are ... truly custom 
homes, where people just came in, 
and when they kind of settled, I 
guess you'd say, this area, they just 
came in and built a home," said 
Holly. She also added, 
"I think that it's really cool that 
these young people are corning in, 
and they're interested in [the neigh-
borhood].... It's really, really cool 
that they're caring about it. It kind 
of gives you faith in our younger 
generation. They're caring about 
these things; they're caring about 
our history. n 
Certainly Tennyson Hardware has 
been able to stay in business on the 
street because of its dedication to 
providing hard-to-find hardware 
parts for the local community. 
Differing from mainstream hard-
ware stores such as the Home Depot 
or Lowes, Tennyson Hardware 
draws customers that are interested 
in finding special, and sometimes 
obsolete, parts that will preserve the 
historic value of their homes, said 
Holly. 
As for her hopes for the street's 
future, Holly comments that both 
she and her husband hope that both 
the street and the surrounding 
neighborhood will continue on the 
up-swing. 
......... , , 
.... 
• 
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The Gardens were originally just that, 
_ botanical gardens; but after the tragic 
death of her husband in 1891, Mary 
carried out their dream of creating a 
wholesome family resort, writes 
Wiberg. She incorporated a zoo and 
other amusements into the Gardens. 
Wiberg also writes of Mary: 
"She provided pony rides, a merry-
go-round, the smallest train in the 
world in which the children could ride, 
playgrounds, free dancing classes .... 
There were picnic spots in the orchard, 
vaudeville performances, jugglers, a 
bicycle loop-the-lop, [and] the famous 
Ivy Baldwin to do aerial acrobatics and 
balloon ascensions." 
In 1916, the Gardens were sold 
to John M. Mulvihill who maintained 
many of the popular attractions of the 
amusement park, with the exception of 
the zoo. He also expanded upon the 
park adding a dance hall. Wiberg 
writes, "The Trocadero was built 
about 1922. A gray stucco building, 
quite cavernous, it had open arches on 
all sides which brought the magic of 
the Gardens in and sent the beguiling 
music across the park.... During the 
days of the big bands in the 3o's and 
4o's the Troe was packed every night." , 
Albert Stewart, owner of Green Door Furniture, wishes to maintain Tennyson's historic atmosphere. He feels some of the new con-
dos and apartments don't fit the area. 
Likewise, Erik Rieger, owner of the 
Lapis Design and Build Gallery, said 
about the street during this time, 
''You know you have to remember in 
the 4o's and so's this street was just 
bustling. On a Friday night in the sum-
mer it wouldn't be unheard of to see 
Tommy Dorsey, [the famous jazz musi-
cian], walking down the street.... Grace 
Kelly held an apartment across the 
street. You would, you know, see 
numerous starlets. This place was just 
hopping." 
The ci1d Elitcb Gardens radiated a 
character that carried over into the 
livelihood of the early days of 
Tennyson Street. Residents from all 
over the surrounding areas came by 
steam train and tramway to enjoy the 
pastoral pleasures of the Gardens, 
writes Wiberg. As a popular destina-
tion spot, Tennyson Street likely drew 
many customers from Elitch's Gardens 
frequent visitors. According to the 
Denver Householder's Directories, 
Elitch Gardens featured creameries, 
bakeries, grocery and dry goods stores, 
as well as hardware and furniture 
stores. There were also tailors and dry 
cleaners, barbers and beauty shops, 
physicians and pharmacies. 
Later editions of the household 
directories show that Tennyson, 
between W. 38th and W. 44th 
Avenues, grew from 88 properties in 
1926 to had grown to house over 130 
properties in 1950. 
RESIDENTIAL BLENDS 
WITH COMMERCIAL 
As Tennyson Street became a promi-
nent commercial district for the city of 
North Denver, Berkeley neighborhood 
was also growing in population. 
Tennyson Street gained more and 
more residential properties. 
Between 1924 and approximately 
1940, an increasing number of names 
associated with residential dwellings 
appeared on the north end of the 
street. between the cross streets of W. 
41st and W. 44th Avenues. 
The residential dwellings then 
either remained as they were, or were 
converted to occupy different busi-
nesses, as shown by the directories. 
Today, a number of residential houses 
can still be seen on the street, and con-
sistent with history, the majority of the 
houses occupy the north end. 
Angela Butz, owner of the Honey 
Comb Salon, describes Tennyson 
Terrace as kitschy, funky, and residen-
tial. Butz describes occasional ten-
sions between the residents of the 
street and the business owners of the 
terrace. 
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"That's the one thing that a lot of the 
business owners have a hard time with 
is that there is a house in between 
[each business] .... And so the homes 
will get a little angry because you're 
parking in front of their houses .... So 
it's definitely a residential street, it's 
not just businesses," said Butz. 
In addition to the older homes of 
Tennyson Street, residential lofts and 
condos have either been built on the 
street in the last five years, or are 
presently being built. There are vary-
ing views as to whether or not these 
new residential developments are pos-
itive for Tennyson Street. 
Green Door Furniture Store owner 
Albert Stewart believes that the lofts 
and condos, built in 2003 on the 
southwest corner of W. 44th Avenue, 
don't fit the area. 
"I think it's horrible because the 
architectural planning that they 
use ... they use stock, stark, modern in a 
Victorian era. If they would build 
properties to fit the architecture of the 
neighborhood, that would be another 
story; but they won't." Stewart added, 
moments later, 
"But then again, I'm Bo-years-old 
and my thoughts don't jive with the 20 
and 30 year-olds that are moving in." 
TWENTY AND THIRTY-
SOMETHIN GS MOVE IN 
Although originally contributing to 
the growth of the area, the old Elitch 
Gardens became somewhat of a hin-
drance to the street in future decades. 
John Aguilar documented this demise 
in his 2003 Denver Business Journal 
article, "Touting Tennyson." 
"In the 1970s and 'Bos, the character 
of the Berkeley area began a steady 
decline after many single-family 
homes were put on the rental market, 
said Larry Kort, owner of Tennyson 
Hardware. Moreover, the old Elitch's 
amusement park on 38th Avenue was 
attracting enough cruisers and drunks 
to scare away potential business, he 
said." 
The decline of the area caught the 
attention of the local government, 
which stepped in the 198o's. A eco-
The website also explains that the 
Highland's Garden Village was built to 
include a variety of for-sale, mixed-
income single-family homes, town 
homes and co-housing, as well as 
affordable senior and multi-family 
rental-apartments. 
The village has been recognized for 
its adherence to the principles of new 
urbanism, described by new urban-
ism.org as walkability, connectivity, 
mixed-use and diversity, mixed-hous-
ing, increased density, smart trans-
portation, sustainability, and quality of 
life, among others. 
Highland's Garden Village, located 
adjacent from the thriving commercial 
district of Tennyson Street demon-
strates many of these new urbanism 
principles. The influx of new residents 
to the area has also helped to revive 
Tennyson Street. 
"The neighborhood's all new. So many people are buying 
into this neighborhood; Berkeley has just really turned 
around. So there are a lot of new faces," said Angela Butz, 
owner of the Honeycomb Salon. 
nomic development grant funded the 
remodeling of the sidewalks, said Erik 
Rieger of the La pis Gallery. The street, 
from W. 39th to W. 41st Avenues, was 
installed with brick sidewalks, as well 
as matching benches and lamp posts, 
and was also dubbed the name 
Tennyson Terrace. 
The face-lift, however, was not 
entirely successful at first. "I don't 
think much changed during the eight-
ies. Well you know, Denver was going 
through ... the United States was going 
through a recession, a housing reces-
sion. There were a lot of hut homes up 
here; Elitch's was on its last legs .... 
Like everything in the late Bo's, energy 
went elsewhere," said Rieger. 
So what changed? When Elitch 
Gardens moved to its present down-
town location in 1994, developer 
Chuck Perry proposed that the space 
be used for a mixed-use housing devel-
opment, known as Highland's Garden 
Village. According to the village web-
site, after a two year public process, the 
City of Denver approved the 27-acre 
site to be rezoned as a Planned Unit 
Development (PUD)." 
The PUD regulations allow for more 
creative and imaginative land develop-
ment than is normally possible under 
the current city district zoning regula-
tions, said the website. 
Frank Rangel of Elitch Lanes 
describes the days of Tennyson Street 
before Highland's Garden Village. 
"The amusement park across the street 
was always packed. Tennyson Street 
itself wasn't a big merchant shopping 
area like it is now. There were quieter 
streets back then .... Back then it 
seemed to be like there were more 
retirees--older people--living in the 
area than there are now. He later 
added, 
"I think the development 
[Highland's Garden Village] has been 
going really well .... It's more vibrant, it 
brings more people to the area; and in 
our business, more people means more 
business." 
THE NEW 32ND AND 
LOWELL 
With a growing community now in 
the place of the old Elitch Gardens, 
Tennyson Terrace is beginning to take 
on a more vibrant aura, as it once 
boasted in the early 20th century. 
"The neighborhood's all new. So 
many people are buying into this 
neighborhood; Berkeley has just really 
turned around. So there are a lot of 
new faces," said Angela Butz, owner of 
the Honeycomb Salon. 
Story continued on next page 
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The Honeycomb Salon was originally 
opened on W. 32nd Avenue and Mead 
Street in the Highlands cultural dis-
trict of 32nd and Lowell, said Butz. 
Now having occupied the Tennyson 
Street location for four years, Butz 
declares: "I imagine [Tennyson Street] 
will be a lot like 32nd and Lowell in 
five years." 
With the recent arrival of independ-
ent boutiques, coffee shops, art gal-
leries and restaurants, Tennyson 
Terrace draws a close comparison to 
its sister cultural district of Highlands. 
Holly Kort of Tennyson Hardware said 
about 32nd and Lowell, 
"They're kind of like another 
Tennyson Street," but joked, "We're 
better .... They have more restaurants 
and things like that ... and we have 
more shopping." 
If there is one characteristic that 
Tennyson Street has maintained 
throughout history, it is its promi-
nence as a shopping district. "We've 
got some of the best stores in Denver 
that are in The Best of Denver and 
Westword and 5280," said Butz of the 
Honeycomb Salon. Butz also said that 
a shopper can find just about anything 
they need on Tennyson Street, without 
having to go to a mall. However, she 
also adds: "But a lot of people don't 
know about it. They're like, Tennyson? 
Where's Tennyson?" 
Jon and Erik Rieger, pictured above, are two of the three brothers that own the Lapis Design and Build Company. 
THE NEED FOR A 
MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION 
When the Lapis Design and Build 
gallery moved to Tennyson Street in 
the mid-199os, Erik and Jon Rieger, 
two of three brothers that own the 
business, immediately saw the need 
for a merchant's association on the 
street. 
"We called a meeting and assembled 
about 12 stores together, pulling a col-
lection of money to spend toward 
advertising the street," said Jon. 
Jon also said that the merchant's 
association they created grew to 
include 15 different members and 
operated for some seven and a half 
years. The association, however, fell 
apart after Jon's family began to grow. 
"He's got two babies right now, a 
baby girl and a baby boy and so he just 
doesn't have the time to do it. We 
handed the reigns to a couple people 
but nobody's really stepped up to the 
plate to take it over, which is kind of a 
sham~," said his brother, Erik Rieger. 
Although the attempt to maintain a 
merchant's association failed, the 
Riegel brother's other creation, The 
"First Friday Art Walk, Dine & Shop," 
which occurs the first Friday of each 
month, has continued to grow as a tra-
dition on the street since its creation in 
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Frank Rangel bas always welcomed Regis students to Elitch Lanes. "\Ve're in a com-
munity," he said. · 
The historic Elitch Lanes, built on 
Tennyson Street in 1952, bas been pri-
vately owned and operated for the 
majority of its 55 years on the street. 
Frank Rangel, the present day man-
ager of Elitch Lanes, was e1J1ployed by 
the bowling alley starting in the early 
197o's and has remained on board 
with the business since, purchasing 
the business sometime around 1997. 
According to Rangel, his years of 
ownership were short as they were 
plagued by a succession of bad luck, 
"At the time the area was a little more 
blighted than it was now ... the eco-
nomics in the area were not as good as 
they are now .... Elitch Gardens across 
the street was nothing but a wheat 
patch for years, it was not the nice 
homes that are there now," said 
Rangel. 
Not only was the bowling alley los-
ing money because of the economic 
decline of the neighborhood, but 
Rangel explained that the bowling 
alley had also suffered considerable 
water damage caused by a main break 
on the construction site of the 
the late 199o's. 
The first Art Walk included a small 
crowd, comprised of mostly Lapis 
friends and family members, with only 
a few other merchants involved, 
explained Erik. However, the event 
has grown tremendously over the past 
ten y~ars. "[Now], on the average art 
walk we'll get anywhere from 1100 to 
2000 people through the door. So, 
just from a marketing standpoint, it's 
huge," he said 
With growing participation in the art 
walks, more and more businesses on 
the terrace started to partake in the 
festivities, realizing the exposure by 
staying open a little bit later on each 
first Friday would help business, said 
Erik. 
"We encouraged some of the mer-
chants to stay open and do a little side-
walk sale ... or something. And they 
did ... some of them better than others," 
he added. 
As of spring of 2008, merchants at 
Tennyson Street and at 50th and 
Lowell have recently come together to 
form a new association. 
The group seeks to market more 
effectively to the community. Denver 
voters also approved bond funds that 
could bring 2.5 million dollars in 
improvements for Tennyson's com-
merical district. Further, City 
Councilman Rick Garcia has convened 
meetings with property owners in 
order to form a maintenance district 
that will enable these improvements. 
Highland's Garden Village across the been host to different elementary and 
street. middle school after-school programs 
After the third stroke of bad luck for a number of years, said Rangel. 
hit, and Rangel was put out for Rangel also said that the bowling 
months to battle cancer, he said that alley has had previous involvement 
he decided that it was best for him to with Regis. 
move on with his life and sell the busi- "I don't have the dates, but Regis 
ness. He did so to a gentleman whom actually had a P.E. course at the school 
he had previously worked with some [sometime in the eighties]. And the 
thirty years earlier. students would sign up for the class 
"When he took over, [he] asked me and they had a professor on staff that 
to stay on. I was already planning to would do the classroom instruction on 
"Were in the community. We're Denver. We get a 
lot of students in to bowl [and would like to contin-
ue to see more come in]," he said. 
move on and he asked me to stay on 
because I'd been here for so long. So 
we worked something out [so I could] 
continue on as management," said 
Rangel. 
Because Elitch Lanes had become 
his home, Rangel explains that he was 
not at all reluctant to stay on board 
with the bowling alley. "I've been here 
for so many years. The frequent cus-
tomers I've know ... oh, I've known a 
bunch of them since they were little 
kids. Now they have their own chil-
dr.en and grandchildren bowling 
here," he said. 
As a bowling alley in the heart of the 
Berkeley community, Elitch Lanes has 
bowling ... They would come over once 
or twice a week until the semester was 
over," he said. 
Although the bowling class is no · 
longer offered at Regis, Rangel says 
that Elitch Lanes is still making an 
effort to reach the Regis community. 
The bowling alley runs college night, 
with dollar games, dollar shoes and 
dollar beers for those who are of age, 
after 8 p.m. on Wednesday nights, 
said Rangel. 
"Were in the community. We're 
Denver. We get a lot of students in to 
bowl [and would like to continue to 
see more come in]," he said. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE 
STREET 
With lively community events, such 
as the First Friday Art Walks, 
Tennyson Street is we1l along the path 
to rejuvenation. Many business own-
ers hope that the street will continue to 
progress. 
"I just hope the development that 
has been going on, continues. The 
nicer it is, the more coherent the strip 
is, the more of a destination it will be 
for people, said Jason Stallings, co-
owner of the newly opened DJ's 
Berkeley Cafe. 
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Likewise, Corrie Thompson, of 
Corrie's Pet Grooming, said that her 
hope for Tennyson Street is that it, 
"Just keep, you know, developing. 
Keep the money over here, and [keep) 
businesses staying alive." 
For Tennyson Street to continue to 
develop, however, there needs to be a 
more coherent co-operative among the 
said. "There are a lot of the old-school 
folks that are around here still, that are 
kind of gripping on to the older-style 
businesses .... Which I think lends a 
hand to the character of the neighbor-
hood. But, we also want to move for-
ward, progress as a whole neighbor-
hood," she said. However, these things 
require tax dollars, in which not every 
the street is still a vibrant area, as well 
as a great place to run a business. 
"It's just a slow process. For now, 
you know, lots of great small mom and 
pop type shops [are) up and down the 
street. It's really a nice place to be, in 
comparison to some of the other 
neighborhoods in town. Some of 
them, I'm envious of; I think they've 
" ... I feel like Tennyson is definitely a nice place to be," said Parisi. 
merchants, said Christine Parisi, co-
owner of the Italian Restaurant, Parisi, 
located on the northwest corner of W. 
44th Avenue and Tennyson Street. 
"It's definitely old meets new," Parisi 
merchant on the street is on board to 
pay at this time, Parisi added. 
Whether or not the street is on a 
productive path to a full-fledged 
revival, many merchants maintain that 
got much more unity than we do. And 
then there's others where they just 
can't seem to get anything going ... you 
know, so I feel like Tennyson is defi-
nitely a nice place to be," said Parisi. 
REVISITING HER WORK 
1. THE GREAT CHALLENGE 
Of all my com-
munication 
courses over the 
past three years, 
~fl'!!!'f'la never have I felt 
so out of place 
than in the In-
Depth Reporting 
and Writing 
course. 
Not out of 
place in the 
sense that I didn't belong, but in the 
sense that, when starting the class, I 
had no idea of what I was doing. It was 
not as if I had never read a newspaper, 
or any work of investigative, explana-
tory, narrative or civic journalism, but 
it was that I did not completely under-
stand the great effort that is required 
to produce such pieces. 
Writing my own in-depth article 
proved to be a great challenge, and 
helped to change my perception of 
journalism; I now appreciate and 
respect the art of journalism and the 
ANGELA HONAKER REFLECTS ON A SEMESTER'S HARD WORK 
impact that it can have on any commu-
nity. 
The articles we read as models 
equipped me with a sense of the gener-
al style inherent to in-depth journal-
ism. I was able to gain a sense of just 
how much work goes into it--the inter-
viewing, the research, the writing, and 
the revision. The ''Wall Street Journal" 
style, which combines narrative with 
explanation and context, was also 
helpful in guiding the direction and 
style of my writing. 
Through studying the concept of 
framing, I learned that good journal-
ists do not seek out conflict, or the 
extremes within any given story.· Good 
journalism is sensitive to the shades of 
gray that are natural to all issues or 
events. This information was of great 
help to me when I became extremely 
stressed because I did not know exact-
ly what I was writing about. I heid on 
to the hope that if I just continued on 
the same path that I was going--inter-
viewing, observing, researching--the 
story would present itself. In this 
sense, writing this article taught me 
the true value of patience and detenni-
nation. I was challenged to investigate 
a large community (from many differ-
ent dimensions) and synthesize all my 
findings into one coherent, and 
explanatory, whole. 
I was unsure of myself at the begin-
ning of the investigative process. I was 
not entirely convinced that I would be 
able to produce a good piece of work, 
and was initially very overwhelmed. 
However, if there is one thing that this 
process has taught me, it is to have 
patience with "learning how to learn." 
Although I intially struggled, I came 
to realize that even though I had no 
clear picture of what the outcome of 
my article would be, I was still gaining 
more and more of an understanding of 
Tennyson Street with each interview 
and each research quest. I had to keep 
an open and active mind. I had to stay 
alert, stay observant--keep myself in-
tune with Tennyson Street. In fact, I 
don't think an entire day went by that I 
didn't think about the street--its histo-
ry, its people, its future--at least once. 
It is also interesting to note that 
learning about, and actually putting to 
practice, this style of writing has 
changed the way that I read journalism 
in general. 
Likewise, I notice that I am paying 
more attention to attribution and 
wording. I dissect articles for credibil-
ity and for fulfillment of the aesthetic 
principles that I have learned to be 
intrinsic to journalism. 
Writing my article has convinced me 
that the art of journalism is one of ded-
ication to the pursuit of truth. I need-
ed to more or less immerse myself in 
the culture of the street. I interviewed 
as many different business owners as I 
was able, and spent countless hours 
researching factual history in order to 
compose a narrative that effectively, 
and accurately, juxtaposed the two. 
Through reading and writing in-
depth stories, particularly those about 
justice and common good issues, I 
walk away with many different notions 
about the world that I live in and the 
method in which we, as human beings, 
are able to communicate and connect 
with one another. 
Continued on next page 
Through reading and writing in-
depth stories, particularly th~se about 
justice and common good issues, I 
walk away with many different notions 
about the world that I live in and the 
method in which we, as human beings, 
are able to communicate and connect 
with one another. How can I be an 
effective, passionate and moral com-
municator? How can I become 
involved in the community? How can 
I contribute my talents to benefiting 
our society as a whole? 
2. THE STORY BEHIND 
THE STORY 
Synopsis 
The story profiled Tennyson Street 
from a multi-perspective standpoint. 
Different views, or perceptions, of the 
street were expressed by various busi-
ness owners and were then synthesized 
into one coherent whole that investi-
gates the street in terms of its past, 
present and future. 
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How the Story Got Started 
I was assigned to look in-depth into 
an issue at Regis, or in the local com-
munity surrounding Regis. With 
Tennyson Street becoming more and 
more of a popular destination, it was 
suggested that I divulge the story 
behind the street. I started by investi-
gating the history of the street, and 
then sought to uncover the forces 
behind the rejuvenation or revival that 
is currently plaguing the street. 
Documents 
One book in particular was of impor-
tant influence on the story. Ruth 
Wiberg's book, Rediscovering North 
Denver revealed important historical 
facts about the Berkeley area, and ref-
erenced the beginnings of Tennyson 
Street during the late 18oo's. Wiberg 
also described the history of E1itch's 
Gardens and described how the gar-
dens were influential on the surround-
ing neighborhoods of north Denver 
during the time. 
Old Denver Householder's 
Directories, dating as far back as 1924 
(found at the Denver Public Library 
archives and then photocopied for 
analysis) revealed what properties 
were on the street in previous years. 
They were analyzed in five to ten year 
increments or for whatever years need-
ed to answer questions about the his-
torical development of the street. The 
directories showed that the street grew 
tremendously during the early 20th 
century, and also proved the validity of 
prominence for those businesses who 
claimed to have a vast history on the 
street. 
I used two additional books, 
Denver's Street Railways, by Don 
Robertson and Rev. W. Morris Cafky 
and Denver's Railroads, by Kenton 
Forest and Charles Albi, for factual 
information to support the statements 
made by Elitch Lanes manager, Frank 
Rangel, concerning the history of the 
streetcars in the Berkeley area. 
Also, various academic and referen-
tial websites were used, such as those 
associated with the different business-
es profiled and those that were found 
from research conducted with the 
Denver Public Library. The Highland's 
Garden Village website was refer-
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enced, as were those of the Library of 
Congress, Memory of America and the 
new urbanism organization. In addi-
tion, previous articles written about 
the street, such as .. Touting Tennyson,~ 
in the Denver Business Journal, were 
both read and referenced. 
Sources 
I interviewed at least ten different 
business owners, both from the older 
and from the newer businesses on the 
street. For some of these business 
owners, two or more interviews were 
necessary to uncover the necessary 
information. I also conducted a dis-
cussion with a Freshman Seminar 
class in order to hear Regis student's 
perspectives and impressions of the 
street, so I could consider what needed 
to be uncovered, explained or investi-
gated. 
Angela Honaker graduated with a 
degree in Communication this past 
Spring. This story was.first published 
in the February 19 issue of the 
Highlander. 
Things to do on the 52: 
Imagine the possibilities ... 
Think 
Transit 
Pearl Shields 
WHERE: I ride Bus 52 from 50th & Lowell 
to the Broadwav and Colfax inteJ'S(.>ction. 
From there I walk two blocks up to the State 
Capitol. 
WHAT: rm an intern at the Colorado State 
Senate, for Senator John Mon;c, a Democrat 
from Colorado Springs. 
WHEN: Since January 2008, Tuesdays 
and Thursda}s 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: In Colorado, 
I have always used the 16th Street Mall 
shuttle to get up and do" n the mall. I also 
use the lightrnil frequent!~· to get dm, ntm, n 
or to sports games from my parents house 
in S.E. Centennial. I have also taken the 
Broncos Ride from various points around 
Denver to get to games. 
WHY: The main reason I take the bus is 
because of parking. It is , cry difficult and 
expensive to park all day near the Capitol. 
The second main reason is traffic. The traf-
fic can be bad around the times I an-i, e and 
leave from the Capitol, and while I like driv-
ing, it's nice to ha,e time to sit and relax 
and listen to my iPod, or more importantly, 
do reading that I put off/forget about for 
school. 
PEARL'S TIPS: Don't ever be afraid to 
talk to the drivers and ask them questions 
about routes or stops or anything. I think 
that the RTD maps can be ,,ery difficult to 
read, especially if you have a limited famil-
iarity ,,ith Denver itself. It's better to do 
that than to get on the wrong bus or miss 
your stop and not know what is going on! 
' ...... ,., , 
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Emily Sloan 
Staff Writer 
Recently, the Highlander ran 
a story about Tennyson Street and the 
local businesses. As summarized in 
the article, Tenny.son has recently 
begun growing and experiencing an 
urban revival. Tennyson has a variety 
of local businesses that cater to stu-
dents and Big Hoss, a restaurant in the 
heart ~fTennyson, fits that mold. 
Big Hoss began in Dec. 2006 
by Hoss Orwat. The restaurant, which 
serves Bar-B-Q, has received excellent 
reviews from magazines like the 
Weshvord. 
The food served at Big Hoss 
lives up to the good reviews the restau-
rant has received. One can get a juicy 
burger and a side for about 10 dollars. 
In my case, I tried the buffalo burger, 
which was the first time I have tried 
buffalo since moving out to Denver. To 
sum up how much I enjoyed my burg-
er, lets just say from now on I will 
order buffalo instead of beef. 
The food is only one aspect of 
Big Hoss that makes the people regu-
lars. The atmosphere of the restaurant 
differs from other places. The restau-
rant is set up with booths and tables in 
the front then the bar and stools in the 
middle, and more booths in the back. 
Whether intentionally or not, this set 
up creates a unique atmosphere where 
every patron feels comfortable and 
welcomed. When I ate at Big Hoss 
over the weekend, I even saw a few 
professors and Regis staff enjoying a 
meal of "shrimp po-boys and lemon-
ade," said an anonymous professor. 
The regulars even make you 
feel welcomed if you strike up a con-
versation. Travis Gordon and Derek 
Cruze are regulars that can be found at 
the bar. Gordon and Cruze stick out at 
Big Hoss because they wear hats all the 
time. Best friends and transplants 
from Ohio, they like Big Hoss because 
the bartenders actually pay attention 
to them as customers and they have a 
There is no fear in Big Hoss, just a seat that you feel 
like you have known forever, a staff that seems like a 
familiar face, and regulars that keep you entertained. 
good NFL (National Football League) 
ticket. The last component that 
makes people want to keep coming 
back to Big Hoss is Hoss himself. Hoss 
is not a little guy. He is at least six feet 
and would tower over many people. 
His size just further emphasizes and 
suits his personality well. He conveys 
a sense of excitement, and you can just 
tell that he enjoys talking and serving 
people in his restaurant. In fact, Hoss 
is frequently behind the bar talking to 
his costumers. 
Hoss grew up in Buffalo, New 
York then went to Michigan State 
University. At MSU, Hoss studied pol-
itics. He said he has always loved pol-
itics and would be excited for Sunday 
morning so he could watch Sunday 
Morning and read the New York 
Times. 
While getting his master's 
degree, Hoss learned two things; the 
workings of politics and writing, and 
how to cook barbecue. Hoss would be 
visiting these little towns researching 
for his thesis and a ''byproduct is bar-
becue." 
When Hoss's last job, writing 
campaign speeches for candidates, lost 
its fun due to constant bickering and 
infighting, his previous jobs in the 
restaurant industry and the knowledge 
gained from the local barbecue joints 
in the South created a recipe of success 
and new excitement. "I'm doing more 
then I ever did some days than I did in 
politics," said Hoss. 
Hoss believes and loves that 
his restaurant helps people. He 
emphasized that helping people 
through his restaurant is his favorite 
part of owning Big Hoss. According to 
Hoss, life is difficult and Big Hoss 
offers a place for people to relax and 
enjoy something good. 
Hoss also wants students to 
learn how to "be not afraid." Pope 
John Paul II said this to Fidel Castro 
and it stuck with Hoss. 
"If you have fear, you're para-
lyzed," said Hoss. 
Sitting in Big Hoss over the 
weekend, I had fear. I feared I would 
not like buffalo because I am a picky 
eater. But the restaurant had an 
atmosphere that told me to take that 
risk and try something new. There is 
no fear in Big Hoss, just a seat that you 
feel like you have known forever, a 
staff that seems like a familiar face, 
and regulars that keep you enter-
tained. In the end, Hoss has created a 
place that has a diverse background, 
which makes you want to return. This 
distinct restaurant and its owner fit 
perfectly into Tennyson Street and the 
uniqueness of the area. 
Common Grounds represents authentic "third place" 
Angelia Shugarts 
Staff Reporter 
The music of Ray Charles, the smell 
of fresh coffee, and soft lighting fill 
Common Grounds Coffee House in 
Highlands Square on 32nd Ave. 
Friendly faces, warm cups, and cozy 
couches are comforting and relaxing 
for customers looking to take a break 
from their busy days. 
Though the shop may seem effort-
lessly composed, it took a lot of deter-
mination, patience, and compassion 
for it to be what it is today. In 1992 
Mary and Lisa Rogers looked in the 
window of an empty storefront along 
32nd Ave and saw potential. 
Mary Rogers and her daughter Lisa 
decided to create a comfy coffee house 
in Denver after a trip to Vail's coffee 
houses offered inspiration. "It seemed 
like a great idea and it was worth a try. 
So I told Lisa I'd do it with her and it 
was just serendipity," says Rogers. 
After searching up and down the 
Denver area, the Highlands neighbor-
hood brought them home. "We knew 
right away there was no better place. 
This would be the ideal place," said 
Rogers. 
Rogers quit her job as secretary for 
the Regis library after 14 years and 
ventured to start a "third place" with 
her coffee shop. Inspired by the book, 
The Great Good Place, Rogers wanted 
to make Common Grounds just that. 
"We wanted to make this the third 
place. Where people can go and do 
their work here, do socializing here. 
We wanted people to have a place 
where they could come and have some-
thing good to drink and to eat," says 
Rogers. 
This is the principle Common 
Grounds thrives off of. It is truly an 
authentic "third place," a place where 
the community connection is as strong 
and lively as the Highlands neighbor-
hood and locals themselves. 
Rogers choose the Highlands loca-
tion because it was where she and her 
family lived. "It was our neighbor-
hood," says Rogers. She took a chance 
on the struggling neighborhood and 
opened Common Grounds in January 
of 1992. Local bars and liquor stores 
populated the area where night life 
activity sparked concern for neighbors 
and business owners trying to make it. 
"It was not the best area when we 
opened," says Rogers, but nevertheless 
"we opened our doors but we didn't 
know if people would come in," says 
Rogers. 
She shared the block with Pizza 
Alley, a few liquor stores, a kitchen 
cabinet store, and a furniture store. 
"There was an interesting mix of busi-
nesses," said Rogers. However, Rogers 
felt comfortable in the neighborhood 
knowing that Pizza Alley was across 
the street and the police cars showed a 
strong presence in the early morning 
hours when the shop opened. 
The coffee shop served as a role 
model for businesses hoping to make it 
in the neighborhood. Rogers watched 
as neighboring businesses moved in 
and out. "More people saw these 
empty places like we did and said 
'maybe I can put a space here' and I 
noticed all these layers of businesses 
coming and leaving and coming and 
leaving and it was really indicative of 
how the community was changing," 
says Rogers. 
Common Grounds started off unsure 
of its success, but changed for the bet-
ter with the growing neighborhood and 
community. "You began to notice the 
different and younger families moving 
in to the area. There were a lot of peo-
ple that have lived here for a long time 
and a lot of them were elderly and so 
they were able to sell their homes at a 
profit and retire in comfort but beyond 
that the younger families were able to 
come into this nice, established neigh-
borhood with good homes and 
schools," Rogers says. "On the whole, 
the change has been positive." 
That positive community change 
and increasing community involve-
ment helped launch Common Grounds 
success. Jerry Brown, democratic 
presidential candidate in 1992. helped 
jumpstart the shop when its campaign 
members would gather there for meet-
ings. When the streets closed off for 
this campaign, publicity for Common 
Grounds spread. "People finally real-
ized we were here," Rogers says. 
Once publicity spread, Common 
Ground began doing what they do 
best: being an authentic third place 
with great coffees, teas, and treats." 
We always grind our own coffee just 
before it goes into the pot and it's as 
fresh as you can get it; we roast our 
own coffee; we roast it in North 
Denver," Rogers says. "Coffee's the 
main focus." Common Grounds 
recently added fresh made soups, sal-
ads, and sandwiches to their menu to 
accompany the breakfast pastries and 
treats. "We have wonderful tea and 
award winning Chai. People come in 
from all over for that," Rogers adds. 
But Common Grounds is more than 
just a coffee and tea house; it's a meet-
ing place too. "We have meetings now 
which were a surprise to us that we'd 
be a place for meetings but we have 
more space than most coffee shops for 
that kind of thing. Mostly businesses 
during the day from downtown, a lot of 
clubs meet here, and we even have our 
own book club that has been going on 
for about 16 years now. It's wonderful," 
Rogers says. 
Keeping up with the community, 
Rogers has created her own message 
board in the back of the shop where 
customers can go to read about news 
articles, seek neighborhood business 
advertisements, or just read a fun 
quote for the day. 
See Common Grounds on next page 
common Grounds from pre-
vious page 
''This is my idea. I read papers every-
day and I know a lot of people don't 
and there's so much going on right 
now and I feel like if there's something 
in there that's important I'll clip it out 
and put it up. During the primaries I 
put up things about the people, the 
choices, and where they needed to go 
to vote. It makes me feel good to see 
somebody stirring their coffee and 
looking up to see what's there,'' says 
Rogers. 
Common Grounds also partic-
ipates in the Highlands Street Fair 
every year. Though they don't have a 
booth, they do open earlier to provide 
weary vendors with refreshments and 
sips of energy for the day. "We don't 
have a booth or anything that would 
take up space for other vendors but if 
the weather's bad people can come in 
and get out of the rain or out of the 
heat," says Rogers. Local runs and 
school fundraisers are also opportuni-
ties for Common Grounds to stay con-
PARISI IS TOP STUDENT 
PICK! 
HIGHLANDER SURVEY: 
WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE 
RESTAURANT ON 
TENNYSON? 
' 5% 
14% 
RESULTS: 
Parisi 40% 
Swing Thai 10% 
Patrick Carroll's 15% 
DJ's Berkeley Cafe 6% 
Sabor Latino 14% 
Big Hoss 12% 
El Bronquito Cafe 3% 
ARTS AND CULTURE I FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2008 
nected. "We support local neighbor-
hood projects," says Rogers, through 
donating gift cards. 
It deepens its eclectic aura 
with music nights and art displavs. 
"~e have music a lot like our open ~ic 
mghts on Thursdays which is mosth· 
acoustical music. We have a piano and 
people can come in and use it as thev 
wish. We have art on the walls too,'.,, 
says Rogers but of course it must be 
"fitting for the neighborhood." 
PHOTO BY Dan Steinle 
Employees and neighbors 
alike are fond of the shop and what it 
has to offer. Kathleen Molonev a 
barista and a Denver native · has 
worked at Common Grounds for about 
eight months. 'Tm saving up for col-
lege in Washington next year and this a 
great place to work. I love everything 
here," she says as she steams milk for a 
latte. Erica, a local neighbor of 
Highlands picked up on the cozy 
atmosphere. "I come here about twice 
a week. The free Wi-Fi is definitely 
nice. It's just a nice atmosphere and I 
can do my work here. There is just 
enough noise where it's not distracting 
but you don't feel isolated either and I 
Located on 32nd and Lowell, Common Grounds provides a welcoming atmosphere 
conducive to studying or casual weekend chats with friends. Customers can enjoy a 
variety of coffees, specialty drinks, and free \Vi-Fi. 
can get my work done here," she says. 
Today, Common Ground still brings 
in its regulars, along with new faces 
from all over the Denver area. 
Common Grounds was the anchor 
through all the changes to Highlands 
Square. The shop opens at 6:30 a.m. 
everyday and closes at 10 p.m. week-
days, 11 p.m. -12 a.m. weekends. They 
are still family owned and operated. 
OE/II/ER ()El!C!Oa. 
LIVE ON RAMEN NO MORE. HEAD DO~ TO TENNYSON, AND CHOOSE FROM SUMPTUOUS ITALIAN 
CUISINE, EXOTIC THAI DISHES, OR GOOD OL' AMERICAN BBQ. OR, HEAD OVER TO 32ND AND LOW-
ELL FOR TOP DENVER PICKS FOR SUSHI AND BAR FARE. 
X ---- ------------------------ ----------------
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Parisi - Italian 
4401 Tennyson St. 
Denver, CO 80212 
Phone: (303) 561-0234 
www.parisi.com 
Swing Thai - Thai cuisine 
4370 Tennyson Street 
Denver, CO 80212 
(303) 777-1777 
www.sv.ingthai.com 
Patrick Caroll's - Pub 
3961 Tennyson St 
Denver, CO 80212 
(303) 458-6666 
DJ's Berkeley Cafe - Breakfast & 
Lunch 
3838 Tennyson St 
Denwr, CO 80212 
Phone: (303) 482-1841 
www.djscafe.com 
Sabor Latino - Latin American 
4340 W 35th An~ 
Denver, CO 80212 
(303) 455-8664 
www.saborlatinorestaurant.com 
Big Hoss - BBQ 
3961 Tennyson St 
Denver, CO 80212 
(720) 855-3061 
www. bighossbarbq.com 
El Bronquito Cafe - Mexican 
3927 Tennyson St 
Denver, CO 80212 
(720) 855-7535 
Mead Street Station - Pan American 
3625 W 32nd Ave 
Denver, CO 80211 
Common Groun ds - Gourmet Coffee 
3484 W 32nd Ave 
Denver, CO 80211 
(303) 458-5248 
www.commongroundscoffeehouse.com 
"This survey was done online at regishigh-
lander.com. This poll is not scientific and reflects 
the opinions of only those Internet users who 
have chosen to participate. The results cannot be 
assumed to represent the opinions of Internet 
users in general, nor the public as a \.vhole. _______ _ __ _ ____ ____ __ __ __________ ___ _ -....- -- ~ ----- ----
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COMMUNITY/CAMPUS ·EVENTS 
Friday, Sept. 5 
First Friday Art Walk 
Head down to 38th and 46th Ave. 
from 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 6 
Sunnyside Music Festival 
Summer's not over yet! 
Saturday, Sept. 6 marks the Sixth 
Anniversary of the Sunnyside 
Music Festival from 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. in Chaffee Park, 44 th and 
Tejon Street. Admission is free. 
The Sunnyside Music Festival 
offers something for everyone-
food, beverage, shopping, kids 
zone-but the star of the day is 
the great music and relaxed 
atmosphere that only a grassroots.. 
festival can deliver. 
This year's festivities fea-
ture a fantastic Colorado lineup of 
Mollie O'Brien & Rich Moore, 
Zebra Junction, Selasee and Fafa 
Family, Cikatriz del Che, Elizabth 
Rose, Apex Vibe and more. 
Additionally, festival-goers will be 
able to check out Capoiera 
dancers, The Denver Arts and 
Technology Student/Faculty 
Band, and other local entertainers 
on a second stage. 
In addition to music, culture 
and entertainment, two dozen 
local Northwest Denver business-
es will have booths selling art, 
crafts, jewelry, and clothing. The 
Festival will be serving up cold 
beers and a selection of local 
wines. Kids activities include face 
painting, art activities, games, 
story time, and more. Festival 
goers can enjoy eats from Rosa 
Linda's, Zuni Kitchen, Gaetano's, 
Monday, Sept. 8 
First Highlander meeting 
Interested in joining the staff:> 
Our first meeting will be at 4 p.m. 
in LOY31. 
SUNNYS!!~FEsrIVAL 
.n r r 
SEPT 6TH 10AM•8PM 
CHAFFEE PIRK 44TH AID TEJON 
TD.EATS,DIUm 
Save the date for summer's best music festival! 
September 6, 2008 (Saturday after 
Labor Day) 
Email: inro@sunooidennaicrert.org 
Band Spotliahts 
Cafe Cafe, and more. 
As in years past, the event is a 
fundraiser for local nonprofits 
including the Tejon Street 
Conflict Center, Zuni Street Rocky 
Mountain Head Start and 
Academia Maria Sandoval. 
For more information, visit 
www.sunnysidemusicfest.org 
Tuesday, Sept. 9 
"A Civil Action" Movie 
Screening 
Take a break from early-semester 
studying to watch "A Civil 
Action." The event begins at 7:30 
p.m. in the Ranger Grille, and 
should end at 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 
Sept. 13 
1st Annual Tenn-Low 
Turismo 
Participate in the first annual 
scavenger hunt in the Tennyson-
Lowell shopping and residential 
neighborhood in The Berkeley 
District of northwest Denver. 
Check in at 11 a.m. and noon at 
Cesar Chavez Park at 41st Ave. 
and Tennyson. The event starts at 
noon and ends at 4 p.m. sharp. 
Prize drawing will begin at 4:30 
p.m. For more information, check 
out tennlowturismo.com 
Sunday, 
October 5 
Race for the Cure 
The Staff Advisory Council (SAC) 
is very excited to announce Regis 
University will again have a 
"team" to represent the University 
this year at the Komen Denver 
Race for the Cure that will take 
place on Sunday, October 5, 2008 
at the Pepsi Center. To register 
with the Regis University team, 
link to the following site: 
http://www.komendenver.org/ 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Peggy Dawson, Chair of 
the Staff Advisory Council at 
pdawson@regis.edu or 303-458-
1843. 
SUDOKU 
So, you have an account on Facebook, 
Myspace, AND Youtube. 
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' Solution can be found at krazydad.com, "Intermediate," puzzle #62 . 
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EVEN BETTER .... 
BEING ELIBLE TO VOTE. 
It's easy. Check out: 
ROCK THE VOTE 
http:/ /www.rockthevote.org/ 
DECIARE YOURSELF 
http://www.declareyourself.co 
m/ 
VOTE SMART 
http://www.votesmart.org/vot 
er_registration_resources.php 
(Find your state and download 
forms.) 
And one more thing ... 
Be ready to 'rock the vote' BEFORE SEPT. 30 to make sure you meet state 
deadlines 
